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Short synopsis
young musician struggling with stage fright must confront 
his fear when he is chosen to be a page turner by his idol, a 

world famous pianist known for his formidable temperament.

Long Synopsis

Tom, a student at a prestigious music school, has long struggled 
with stage fright. His crippling inability to perform in front 

of an audience reaches a climax when he is humiliated in front of 
his idol, visiting legendary classical pianist Gerard Cornwall. But 
when Cornwall mysteriously chooses Tom to be his page turner for 
a prestigious concert the next night, Tom is forced to confront the 
very thing that has been holding him back.

A story of the highs and lows of artistic life and the relationship 
between mentor and mentee, Duet explores a world rarely portrayed 
on film. Written and directed by an actual classical pianist, it gives 
a new appreciation for the work and sacrifice that goes into the 
pursuit of excellence in classical music, from the perspective of 
someone who has experienced it first-hand.



General Info
Year of Production: 2017
Runtime: 13 mins 30 secs
Country of Production: Canada
Location: Halifax, Nova Scotia
Genre: Drama
Shoot Format: Arri Alexa
Release Formats: DCP, ProRes
Aspect Ratio: 2.39:1
Sound Format: 5.1 surround
Language: English

Produced as part of the FILM 5 program of the Atlantic Filmmakers’ Cooperative (AFCOOP), with the support of Telefi lm Canada and the Province of Nova Scotia.



It was during my time at university that I was fi rst asked to be a page turner. One concert became many, and from these experiences 
the roots of a fi lm idea began to take hold. The page turner is a crucial yet invisible element of many classical piano concerts; they 

hold the power to make or break a pianist’s performance. One mistimed or bungled page turn and a piece could come to a crashing 
halt. And not just anyone can do it; page-turners must be able to read music at the highest level. For many piano students, page-
turning is a rite of passage which frays nerves but offers an immense reward: the opportunity to sit beside the best pianists and 
absorb aspects of their performance that can’t be seen from farther away.
Duet is inspired by those stress-fi lled experiences and many other fl eeting moments, both happy and sad, that I witnessed during 
my degree. It’s a story of the highs and lows of mentorship, and the insecurities with which any artist can relate. I hope you enjoy.

Director’s Statement



Andrew’s love of fi lmmaking started at the young age of 13, when he and a few friends decided to make a feature-length sci-fi  adventure. Despite having no prior experience, they 
fi nished the fi lm over the course of three years, and taught themselves the craft of fi lmmaking along the way. Following that, Andrew directed a series of award-winning student 

shorts, which featured in several fi lm festivals. After a few years away from fi lmmaking to pursue his musical education, Andrew has returned to the world of fi lm, and looks for ways to 
incorporate his various passions into new projects. Duet, produced through the Atlantic Filmmakers Cooperative’s FILM 5 development program, is his fi rst professionally-produced 
fi lm. He currently lives in Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada, where his large-scale multimedia art projects have been seen by thousands of visitors to the annual Nocturne: Art at Night
festival.

A graduate of Dalhousie University with a Bachelor of Music, Andrew is an accomplished pianist who has performed as soloist with orchestras and theatre companies, and is currently 
working on several new fi lm projects, including a music video collaboration with acclaimed cellist Denise Djokic.

Andrew Coll



• � e Landing – Sci-fi , 62 minutes, 2006, MiniDV
• Co-Writer/Co-Director/Co-Editor
• Started at age 13, took three years to complete

• Running Out – Drama, 5 minutes, 2006, MiniDV
• Writer/Director/Composer/Editor
• Winner, 2nd place, ViewFinders Film Festival Movie Challenge
• Screened at Nickel Film Festival, St. John’s

•  Bench Talk – Comedy, 5 minutes, 2008, MiniDV
• Co-Writer/Director/Actor/Editor
• Winner, People’s Choice Award, ViewFinders Film Festival Movie Challenge
• Screened at 2008 Atlantic Film Festival

• � e Escape of RGB255 – Animated, 5 minutes, 2009, Digital Rotoscoping
• Co-Writer/Director/Editor
• Screened at ViewFinders Film Festival Animation Challenge
• Screened at Atlantic Shorts Gala, 2009 Atlantic Film Festival

• Balance – Multimedia, 45 minutes, 2014, DSLR and mixed media
• Writer/Co-director
• Large-scale project for Nocturne: Art at Night festival, featuring non-narrative 

visuals and a live orchestra
• Echoes – Multimedia, 42 minutes, 2015, DSLR and mixed media

• Writer/Producer/Co-director/Co-Editor
• Large-scale project for Nocturne: Art at Night festival, featuring an original 

story weaving 100 years of Halifax history with documentary elements, and 
a 50-piece live orchestra

Andrew Coll
Selected Filmography



Hugh Thompson
("Gerard")

Hugh Th ompson’s work on camera has been 
recognized by his peers on numerous occasions, 

most recently in 2014-2015 when he received 
nominations for the Toronto ACTRA Award and the 
Canadian Screen Award for the role of Smith in the 
television series Forgive Me. A Gemini Award winner, 
he also spends a fair bit of time on stage and is a two 
time recipient of the Robert Merritt Award. He will 
next be seen in the lead role of the feature Touched, to be 
released later this year.

Josh Cruddas
("Tom")

A t age 6, Josh was the 
youngest radio host in 

Canada. Now, slightly older 
than 6 years old, he works as an 
actor, fi lm music composer and 
teacher.
Josh was nominated for the 
ACTRA Award for Best Actor in 
a Motion Picture for his starring 
role in the American Civil War 
epic Copperhead for Warner Bros 
alongside Peter Fonda and Jason 
Patric. He’s also played principal 
and supporting roles in TV 
productions including Murdoch 

Mysteries (CBC) Private Eyes (Global),  Rookie Blue (ABC), Reign (Th e CW), and Call 
Me Fitz (HBO). Most recently Josh worked alongside Larenz Tate in the upcoming 
fi lm Business Ethics, James Franco in J.J. Abrams’ miniseries 11/22/63 for Stephen 
King & Fox/Hulu, and he’ll be appearing opposite Forest Whitaker and Divergent’s 
Th eo James in the new movie How It Ends for Netfl ix. Next up is a recurring role on 
season 3 of CTV/BBC’s Cardinal.
An honours graduate of Dalhousie University’s classical acting programme, he’s played 
leading roles in Equity plays and musicals across Nova Scotia and Ontario. Th eatre 
credits include musicals Oliver and Th e Sound of Music at Neptune, and dramatic roles 
at Mulgrave Road, Halifax Th eatre for Young People and Ontario’s Sheatre, where 
the cast used improvisation to tackle diffi  cult social issues in the lives of young people 
today. His work writing music for fi lms has earned him three SOCAN Awards for Best 
Musical Score by a Young Canadian. His music has appeared in over 25 features and 
short fi lms, including feature fi lms for Lionsgate and Sony. His score for Lionsgate’s 
Battle For Skyark was nominated for ReelMusic’s Best Action/Adventure Score of 
2015 alongside Mission: Impossible: Rogue Nation and Kingsman: Th e Secret Service.



Frequently Asked Questions
Is the story based on real-life events?
While not directly based on actual events, Duet is inspired by several incidents experienced or 
witnessed by Andrew during his time studying classical piano performance at Dalhousie University 
under Lynn Stodola and Peter Allen, from where he graudated with his Bachelor of Music degree 
in 2016. In one instance, he witnessed a student quit their performance and leave mid-recital, as is 
seen in the film. In another, he heard an amazing performance coming from a tiny practice room 
and knocked, only to find an internationally-acclaimed visiting pianist in the room. These moments 
served as the inspiration for Duet.
How did you cast your lead actors?
Josh Cruddas (who plays Tom) and Andrew have been best friends since childhood. Josh was the 
lead actor in a sci-fi feature film that Andrew and another friend co-directed at age 13, and the two 
have collaborated many times since. The role of Tom was written with Josh in mind, but the role 
of Gerard was trickier to cast. Auditions were held, but in the end, veteran actor Hugh Thompson 
was approached, and accepted the part. Hugh and Josh both appeared in the Warner Bros. feature 
film Copperhead together, and became friends. They had been looking for an opportunity to work 
together again, and Duet proved to be the perfect fit.

Can the actors play piano?
Hugh Thompson cannot play piano, and so pianist Peter Allen (whose recordings were used in 
the film) served as a hand double for closeups of Gerard's performance. Josh Cruddas is not only 
an actor, but also an accomplished musician and composer. However, due to time and logistical 
constraints, Peter Allen's recording of Bach was used in the film, but Josh's actual hands are on 
screen "performing" the piece.
What pieces of music are heard in the film?
The opening of the film features the finale of "Phantasiestück über Motive aus 'Rienzi'" by Franz 
Liszt. The piece Tom performs is J.S. Bach's "Prelude in D Minor" from the Well-Tempered Clavier, 
Book I. The piece Gerard performs at the concert is "Orage", a selection from Liszt's "Années de 
pèlerinage I."

How many filming days were there, and where was it filmed?
There were two full days of filming, all at the Dalhousie Arts Centre in Halifax, Nova Scotia.
How was the film financed?
The film was produced through FILM 5, a development program for up and coming filmmakers 
from the Atlantic Filmmakers Cooperative. A multi-stage, one year program, successful teams are 
given full mentorship and script development resources, and over $30,000 in cash and services to 
produce a short film. Past alumni include Thom Fitzgerald (The Hanging Garden, Cloudburst) and 
Ashley McKenzie (Werewolf).
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Written and Directed by
Andrew Coll
Produced by
Mohammad Mallahi
Andrew Coll
Starring
Josh Cruddas as Tom
Hugh Th ompson as Gerard
With Leah Sanford as Radio Announcer
Music Performed by
Peter Allen
Director of Photography
Paul McCurdy
Production Designer
D. Mark Laing
Edited by
Shawn Beckwith
Production Manager
Jessica Smallwood
First Assistant Director
Nicole Close
Second Assistant Director
T. Nicole Holland
LOCATION Sound Mixer
Cory Sewell
Sound Designers
Lukas Pearse
Andrew Coll
Key Costumer
Kelsey Stanger
Hair and Makeup by
Victoria Bouchard

Art Director and Graphic Designer
Rena Kossatz
Graphic Design and Illustration
Emily Coll
Trainee Assistant Directors
Chloë Chaytor
Nicole C. Holland
Script Supervisor
Rana Encol
First Assistant Camera
Kevin Kumar-Misir
Second Assistant Camera
Jasper Soucoup
DMT/Still Photographer
Jake Ivany
Camera Trainee
Tim Mombourquette
Art Department Trainee
Brandon White
Key Craft
Fiona Cushing-Allan
Assistant Craft
Blaine Wood
Production Assistant Trainees
John O’Brien
Alex Kronstein
Andrew Mortimer
Gaffer
Cody Hatt
Key Grip
Adam Vautour
Best Boy Electric
Mackenzie Garland

Best Boy Grip
Josh Balish
Grip/Electric Trainee
Chris Shapones
Sound Trainees/Boom Operators
Susie Shapones
Elise Moir
Dunn Theatre Crew
Douglas Cox
Clayton MacDonnell
Will Harris
Music Recorded at
Th e Music Room, Halifax, NS
Recording Engineer
Tyler Myalls
Colourist
Marc Savoie
Re-recording sound mixer
Lukas Pearse

Produced with the cooperation of the 
Canadian Federation of Musicians, Local 571

film 5 Supervising Producer
Heather Young
Producer Mentor
Doug Pettigrew
Director Mentor
Jesse Harley

Made Possible by the 
Generous Support of

 Signature Partners
SIM Digital Toronto
William F. White Int. Inc. ATLANTIC 
Current Studios
Sponsors
Atlantic Film Festival Association
CBC Television
Royal Bank of Canada
Th e Coast
Director’s Guild of Canada
I.A.T.S.E. 849
I.A.T.S.E. 667
Canada Council for the Arts
Trew Audio Toronto

Th is production was made with the 
generous support of the membership of 
ACTRA Maritimes
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